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INFORMATION ON THE INSPECTION

Date(s) of inspection

18 and 19 October 2011

I nspection activities undertaken

+ Review of relevant documents

« Discussion with principal and teachers
* [nteraction with students

» Observation of teaching and learning during ni
class periods

» Examination of students’ work

» Feedback to principal and teachers

MAIN FINDINGS

» The members of the science teaching team have &gl very well and have achieved
much in establishing a well-functioning department.

e Teaching was good in the science and the physss®tes observed and it was clear that

students were learning in all lessons.

e There is good liaison between the learning-supmepartment and the science
department with regard to students with additi@thlcational needs.

» The number of students opting for physics each iga@ther low.

* While it was evident that the students’ work ineSaie was being assessed and monitored
by most teachers, in a small number of cases thisnet happening.

MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

« Consistent and comprehensive procedures for tlesssent of students’ work should be
a key priority of the science department and olviddial teachers.

« A strategy should be developed to increase theeotmuptake of physics. This should
involve the physics teachers and the guidance tapat.

» The science department should have as their caogtprthe further development of
teaching and learning through consistent use ofnileg objectives and further
development of methodologies that will increas@stus’ active involvement in learning.




INTRODUCTION

Mountrath Community School opened in 2009 and H ®udents. The school was formed
from the amalgamation of three second level schddls school has a Transition Year (TY).

TEACHING AND LEARNING

While teaching was good in the Science lessonsreddgethere is scope for a greater
integration of students' life experiences and fdsdinks with other subjects.

Teaching was good in the physics lessons obsemvsel.range of student activities in
lessons should be increased, perhaps through exymuent of students’ research and
presentation skills.

While it was clear that students were learninglifeasons observed, this was especially
evident in those lessons where students were mtge @n their learning

The development of students’ literacy skills throulgeir participation in Science should
be supported through the use of keywords, and deimgufull sentences from students in
their answers to questions.

Student practical work carried out was well orgadisind it was evident that students
were learning in the course of it. The use of theestigative approach was noted in many
lessons.

While in almost all lessons, students were informoédhe topics to be covered at the
outset, in some cases this did not occur. The ilegrobjectives of lessons should be
made clear at the start of lessons and be refesrddring and at the end of lessons. The
learning objectives should be used for assessmahtf@ summarising the learning

points of the lesson.

While all classes observed were of mixed abilitiffedentiation was not generally
evident. The recent whole-school continuing prdatesd development (CPD) on
differentiation should provide a framework for tlievelopment of differentiation
practices.

All classrooms were well managed with good disoliand good teacher-student
relationships evident. The atmosphere in all ctasms was conducive to student
learning.

In the course of the evaluation it was evident 8tatlents’ work in Science was being

assessed and monitored by most teachers. In a soraber of cases this was not the
case. The assessment of students’ work, both writtel oral, is an essential part of the
teaching process and should be carried out in sistemt, comprehensive manner so that
teachers and students are aware of the qualitydésts’ learning.

It was evident in the physics lessons observedstiaients’ work was well presented and
was being regularly assessed.

SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT

There is very good provision for Science and Plsysio the school’s curriculum and
classes are appropriately timetabled.



There is a strong whole-school emphasis on studlesgssment that is reflected in the
recent inclusion of the post of academic monitoth@ school's management structure.
The school also has a draft homework policy théteisig developed in consultation with
the staff. These reflect the school's commitmeragsessment for learning practices.

The science and physics teachers show good prantiaealysing student outcomes in
the State Examinations Commission examinationgdebiiioutcomes are good including
the proportion taking the subjects at higher le@tlidents are also assessed on a regular
basis through topic tests and term tests and re@adkept of these.

There is good liaison between the learning-supmepartment and the science
department in respect of students with additiodalkational needs.

In order to address the low number of studentsagdtr Physics the science department,
in co-operation with the guidance department, shadopt an approach whereby second
and third year students are given information oatvthe study of Physics entails and the
progression routes from such study. This coulddreeckither by teachers in the school or
by external speakers. To support this the physteshers should apply for school
membership of the Institute of Physics.

The school has very good resources for Science.s€iemce and physics teachers have
shown considerable commitment, and professionalismensuring the successful
transition from three separate science departnterse large department.

Laboratories are well organised and the provisidarge display boards outside them for
the display of students’ work and other materidédvant to the science subjects benefits
the students. Evidence was also seen of good geactn relation to record-keeping
regarding laboratory resources and the storageatwdratory equipment in a readily-
accessible manner.

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

The science and physics teachers have achievedimacthort time in terms of planning
and co-operation. The records of the frequent demwmt meetings reflect the
commitment of the teachers. Up to now this planniag necessarily been mainly
concerned with organisational issues. A future $odar planning should be the
experience of students in studying Science andi&hgsd it should build on the work
done to date with regard to curriculum and assessme

There are at present a range of different practicesng the members of the science team
with regard to the number of notebooks and coiasstudents have for Science and the
manner in which these and students’ workbooks, retboy books and textbooks are
used. The department should agree common pradticespect of these, including their
assessment.

Common subject plans have been developed for Stiand for Physics. The plans
should be further developed so as to increase tiseifulness to teachers in supporting
teaching and learning. Reference should be madeeim to methodologies, resources,
and assessment. Provision should be made for ragwiaw.

In developing the TY science programme more deshibuld be included on the
methodologies in use, on the timing, and on thiwidies in which students are engaged.



e The sharing of resources for teaching and learisirpveloping among the science staff
and there are clear plans for use of informatiah@mmunication technology (ICT).

» Individual teacher planning and preparation of veses for each lesson observed was
very good.

The draft findings and recommendations arising afuthis evaluation were discussed with the
principal and the subject teachers at the conalusfahe evaluation. The board of management
was given an opportunity to comment in writing & ffindings and recommendations of the
report; a response was not received from the board.

Published November 2012



