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INFORMATION ON THE INSPECTION

Dates of inspection 18 and 19 October 2011

Inspection activities undertaken » Observation of teaching and learning during 9
» Review of relevant documents class periods

« Discussion with principal and teachers « Examination of students’ work

* Interaction with students » Feedback to principal and teachers

MAIN FINDINGS
e Teachers of English were observed to be hard-wgraird dedicated.
* The quality of teaching and learning was, overedty good.

» Teachers have individual teaching strengths whibulsl be shared among the English
department.

» There was a focus on high standards; written wak frequently assigned.

» Students were very focused and well managed; &ctsp secure environment and good
teacher-student relationships were in evidence.

» There is very good whole school support and prowi$or English.

MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS
« Students should be given more opportunities to takponsibility for their own learning.
« Students should be given more opportunity for pemk and collaboration.

* The English course should be expanded by teachejmi@r cycle to provide more
opportunities for reading, and three comparatiwéstshould be taught in ordinary-level
Leaving Certificate classes.

e Teacher collaboration should be developed throuwrirsg of teaching methods and
resources.




INTRODUCTION

Mountrath Community School has an enrolment of &3ddents. It is the result of an
amalgamation of three schools in 2009 and, thezefmachers in the school have come from
three separate traditions and contexts. The sctemvkes the community of Mountrath and its
environs. The school offers an optional Transiti@ar (TY), the Leaving Certificate Vocational
Programme (LCVP) as well as the established JamdrLeaving Certificate programmes.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

The quality of teaching and learning was very gowedrall. Members of the English
department were observed to be hard working andratied to their students.

Lesson structure was good. This was particulagycdise when the purpose of the lesson
was outlined at the start. Explanations were gdiyesizar.

Teachers had prepared a range of good resouradsdiimg handouts, and many used
information and communication technology (ICT) effeely. At times, there was an
over-dependence on notes as aids for students aeddancy to inform students as
opposed to asking their opinions, which led to &k laf independent learning in some
lessons. It is recommended that teachers give misid@ore opportunities to take
responsibility for their own learning. Where thisl dhappen and students were assigned
work individually or together, there was activesslgarticipation and teachers were able
to give individual attention as necessary.

Questioning of students occurred in all lessonse Ghestioning was best and most
inclusive when teachers asked open-ended questior@med students as well as general
questions of the whole class to ensure that allestts understood the topic.

There was integration of language and literaturallinessons. This is commended as it
puts learning in context. There were also good gesnof the integration of the teaching
of new vocabulary into the lesson and of developifigctive writing skills, which
clearly developed literacy.

Some teachers used brainstorming and mind mappirgjidit students’ responses. In

some lessons, collaborative student work was eagewr through pair work or by

students critiquing each other’s work. In additidtme Toastmasters module in TY was a
fine example of students’ learning in a collabamatand active way. In some lessons
students were more passive. It is recommendedribeg opportunities for collaborative

learning be planned for in lessons to give studentgeater voice, to facilitate more

active learning and as an aid to differentiation.

Students were extremely well behaved, focused aall mvanaged, and very good

teacher-student and student-student relationshgye \m evidence. Teachers were very
affirming.

Almost all teachers have their own base classroams$ these classrooms were all
stimulating learning environments.

There was evidence that homework is frequentlygassi and is very well corrected,
often in detail. Students should be encouragedhtmge in self or peer assessment of
shorter pieces of work to give them more respolisitior their own learning.

Students’ folders and copies were very well mairgdi The focus observed in some
lessons on students being asked to redraft thek iscommended.



It was evident that effective learning was takihacp in English lessons.

SUBJECT PROVISION AND WHOLE SCHOOL SUPPORT

There is very good provision for English and goadhetabling of the subject.
Concurrence facilitates correct placement of sttgdlamd is used for sharing of class
groups in some cases. This is good practice.

The nine teachers of English are all qualifiedech English to the highest level and the
good practice of rotating the teaching of highed andinary-level class groups means
that all teachers have equal opportunities to teachhgood or less able class groups.

Teachers have good access to a range of resounc&ndlish and a school library is
under development. Teachers are members of thaisagi@n for teachers of English and
some are involved in providing in-service for tearshof English.

There are draft homework and assessment policeésary good assessment practices.
Monthly tests and end of term tests are givenudesits.

PLANNING AND PREPARATION

The teachers of English have made a very good Btattrms of subject planning.
Collaborative plans have been developed for eaen geoup and it was evident that
teachers are following these plans. Good pracBoebl as common assessments, rotation
of the role of coordinator of English and writingsegned homework on the board are in
place and there is agreement on texts in senide ¢tydacilitate movement of students.

First years study one novel as well as a rangehafr@enres. Another novel and a drama
are taught in second and third year. It is recontadrhat the junior cycle programme be
expanded and that more opportunities for developstigdents’ literacy skills be
developed. All Leaving Certificate ordinary-leveélidents should do three comparative
texts. It is evident that teachers have high extiects and encourage students to reach
their full potential but further opportunities tewklop an interest in reading among
students should be explored.

The TY programme is broad and balanced and TY stadare involved in many co-
curricular activities. Students from all other yggoups are also given opportunities to
become involved in a range of co-curricular adtgitthat enhances their experience of
English.

The teachers of English are experienced and capBiss bring with them different skill
sets that should now be harnessed to further deubl® entire department and student
cohort. Therefore, it is recommended that teacheosild collaborate further and share
teaching ideas and resources at their English nggseti

Planning for individual lessons was very good drlteachers kept very good records of
their work and their students’ work.



The draft findings and recommendations arising aiuthis evaluation were discussed with the
principal and subject teachers at the conclusiath@fevaluation. The board of management was

given an opportunity to comment in writing on tlrdfngs and recommendations of the report; a
response was not received from the board.
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